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Where is it written?

e are the numbers of the men armed for
e who came to David at Hebron to tur
kingdom over to him, as the LOR

What year is it here?

problem we often face in the U.S. i
t we do not understand church
try in a culture that is esse
st-Christian and po
ive in a ti




What year is it here?

have churches however who carry
siness as though Christian
uppositions are still intact.
t to do church life and mi
d in a church fri
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Death of Christendom

ciety deposited people on the
orsteps of our churches in the
’s. But that marked the end

ivilege for Christiani

Death of Christendom

e see this as bad news to be fixed,
t I would encourage you to see it
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The Population Challenge

e most first-world countries are stag
lining in population, the United S
obust numeric growth for th

The Population Challenge

number of Americans attending ch
cline only slightly, but the Chur
me close to keeping up
wth, so it will
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The Cultural Challenge

er half of Evangelical attendance is fro
South Region. That creates a nation
tion regarding Evangelicalism,
ines conservative cultur

Percentage of the Population
Attending an Evangelical Church
On Any Given Weekend in 2008

Cultural Connection
Countercultural Message

s best, Christianity has the adaptive abili
onnect with an enormous diversity of
es around the world.




Cultural Connection
Countercultural Message

ile it is imperative that Christians
municate and live out the gosp
le within the culture will con
message, at the same ti
be, by its nature
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Cultural Connection
Countercultural Message

church must dance between these two
rities. If the church’s message is too
ssively countercultural, few people
ords. If the church over-identi
e gospel becomes

The Post-Christian Challenge

audience for the Christian message has change
st-Christian world means we can no longer as:
eople know anything substantive about
sage, his mission, the Scriptures, or




The Vitality Challenge

e churches enter their fifth decade of life
+ years old), on average they consiste
e by two percent each year.
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Entropy

rches tend to lose vitality rather than gai
time passes. They also tend to give gr
tion to what they “were” rather t
are “becoming”. It is easi
ast and smile o

The Mid-Sized Challenge

he largest and smallest churches are growing, w!
midsized churches are declining.

ized churches, 100 to 500 in atte
xtreme pressure. The




The Multi-Ethnic Challenge

the mono-ethnic world, Christians,
stors, and churches only had to
erstand their own culture.
tering in a homogenous cult
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The Multi-Ethnic Challenge

ere | live in Minnesota, Jesus can easi
come a Scandinavian, with fair skin
blue eyes, instead of a Middle
rn Jew. The culturally accept
hristianity is embraced
cceptable part i

no-ethnicity can warp the gospel. Thi
uction of being overly identified wi
ecific culture confronts a growi
er of affluent, well-educate
churches and impairs
ility to engage outsi




The Multi-Class Challenge

ere are predominantly blue collar
rches and white collar churches.

ulti-class church, the whi
to initiate chan
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The Generational Challenge

Traditional
American
Christianity

f of each new generation has the
ential to connect with establishe
es. For the other half to co
to see a new expre




hat Post-Modern Christians Sa
to Modern Christians

ur Christianity is too pragmatic. Develo
er sense of mystery.
ristianity is too individualistic.
ense of community.
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The Post-Secular Challenge

live in a very spiritual culture. We n
that science can not answer the
questions of life.

The Post-Secular Challenge

e out of ten people say they are
al, but not religious, and that th

d to a church, but t




The Post-Secular Challenge
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Questions

we willing to let this happen “On o

Nine Challenges Facing the
Church

he Population challenge.
Cultural challenge.
st-Christian challenge.
ity challenge.
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The Issachar Factor

these nine challenges, which ones
cially relevant to your context?

you understand these
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istian leaders must know how to
igate congregations in this new

Celtic Daily Prayer

us again the greatest story ever told.
the Carpenter began to travel
vlllage chal!englng the people

11



