northwest conference

December 2025

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Your teenager’s pastor or youth leader sees leadership potential in them and has encouraged them to apply
for Adventures in Leadership (AlL).

Adventures in Leadership is a week-long leadership experience for high school students sponsored by the
Northwest Conference of the Evangelical Covenant Church. For more than 30 years, AlL has helped students
deepen their faith, strengthen their character, and develop practical leadership skills. Through wilderness
adventure, biblical reflection, and mentoring, students discover how God has uniquely gifted them to lead
and serve in their schools, churches, and communities. Many past participants describe this experience as
life-changing.

This year’s AIL will take place June 13-20, 2026 (Saturday to Saturday) at Adventurous Christians, located
on the Gunflint Trail near Grand Marais, MN (covenantpines.org/adventurouschristians). The week includes a
four-day trip into the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, where students will put their learning into
practice. The cost is $575 per person. Please check with your church to see if they offer partial or full finan-
cial assistance—many congregations do.

Before your teenager applies, we encourage you to review the program flyer together and discuss what the
week entails. AIL is an intense experience that involves high levels of physical, emotional, relational and
spiritual challenge. Students will be stretched, supported, and encouraged to grow as leaders in a Christ-
centered community. Because space is limited to 28 participants, not all applicants will be selected. Prefer-
ence may be given to older students if space is limited.

We make a significant investment in this program and want to ensure that every participant is fully commit-
ted to its purpose. If your student cannot attend the entire week, they should refrain from applying. Your
pastor or youth leader can provide an application packet, which includes the student application, reference
forms, and parent/guardian consent. Completed applications, including a $100 deposit, must be postmarked
by Monday, February 9, 2026. Deposits will be returned if a student is not accepted. Applicants will be noti-
fied of their status by Wednesday, March 4, 2026.

Thank you for supporting your teenager as they consider this unique opportunity for growth in faith and
leadership. Please join us in praying for all who will take part in this summer’s Adventures in Leadership.

In Christ,
Ginny Olson, Director of Next Gen Ministry
Northwest Conference, Evangelical Covenant Church
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